The objective of the present study was to explore the use of materials recommended by the academic members of the University of Moratuwa, identifying the effects of the processing time of the materials on the usage. The circulation statistics of materials ordered during 2007 were analyzed by user categories, year of publication and processing time. Analysis confirmed that frequency of use of materials had no relation with the processing time even though the processing time of the materials was not in a satisfactory level. Zero usage of some materials has created many questions on the recommendations of the academic members. Year of publication of the materials has a direct impact on the usage. The collaboration between the library and the faculties should be further strengthened. Faculties of the University should decide to obtain the assistance of the library academics in designing of courses for different departments of the university.
Introduction
This article describes an evaluation of the usage of library items in the discipline of architecture, engineering and information technology against the dates which the items were added to the lending collection. A library always should have a clear understanding about its collection, determining whether the collection meets the needs of the user and educational goals of the institution. According to Henry, Longsaff and Kampen (2008) does not critically analyze its collection in order to determine how well it is supporting the mission of the university, then the purpose of the library's existence could be called into a question. Adams and Noel (2008) have highlighted collection development as one of most important factor for library quality and also as the most expensive aspect of the library operation.
Through effective collection analysis and assessment, quantitative and qualitative data could be obtained for evaluating the usefulness and utility of the library collection. It assists to determine the budget requirement of the library by focusing how well the library collection supports the needs of the users and the institution. A collection analysis displays the actual scenario of the library holdings to current and new staff of the library. The results of this kind of investigation will direct the librarians to identify whether the investment in the collection is being managed responsibly (Henry, Longsaff and Kampen 2008 Technology. More than 75,000 items are housed in the lending section of the library. Average acquisition rate of the library is almost 1600 per year. The library, University of Moratuwa maintains stability of the collection by sending low-use items to a separate location for temporary storage and follows a standard weeding procedure to discard the least used or badly damaged items in the collection.
During 2007, Library University of Moratuwa has made all the purchasing of subject materials according to the recommendations of the departments of the University. Recommendations were made by the heads as well as the lecturers of the departments. Fewer acquisitions were acquired according to the requests of the Librarian. Statistics of purchasing and circulation of items recommended by the librarian were ignored in the study. Also the statistics of items added to the reference collections were not considered for the study.
Purpose of the study
The objectives of this study were finding out the usage of materials recommended by the academic members of the University of Moratuwa and to find out whether library has added the items at the appropriate time or if any delays have caused, whether that had an effect on the low usage.
Methodology
The present study compared the circulation of the recommended materials (by This study had standard problems applied with circulation data. Only checkout statistics were considered in the study. But checkouts alone do not perfectly measure books' usefulness to a patron. In house use of materials was not considered in the study and it has a significant impact on usage of materials.
Results and discussion
Library University of Moratuwa has purchased six hundred twenty nine (629) items according to the orders made during 2007. There were two hundred and forty four items (244) The usage of these recommended books during the period of study has massive differences. Total of 783 undergraduate students and 145 students of Institute of Technology, University of Moratuwa (ITUM) have used these titles.
Compared to the undergraduate students, only 40 postgraduate students have used these materials. Apart from the students 117 staff members of the university have obtained the benefits of materials recommended by different departments.
It was observed that recommended books by an academic staff member for a particular course module do not have much effect on the usage. This was common to all undergraduate students, postgraduate students as well as academic staff members of the university. The reasons may be that books have been added to the collection after the course lectures were completed or were not that relevant to the content of the module. This was mostly because the titles were selected through a publisher catalogue taking the note in the blurb in to consideration. The staff member may be unaware whether the content of the book was relevant to the course (or does not depict the exact content of the book). Also staff member hardly has referred the books he or she has recommended and students were not guided to refer as well. Thus it was noted that the usage was quite low whether the book was added earlier or later. (96) titles which had the usage between (01) one and five (05). Twenty five (25) titles had been used only once by the users after they were added to the lending collection. Usage levels of the titles has displayed in Figure1.
Out of all the titles which were ordered and purchased during 2007, 13.8% titles had indicated zero usage after they added to the collection. If these titles have been recommended as the course materials, zero usage of them is a critical factor. It seems that some of the academic staff members have recommended study materials without paying much attention on the relevancy of these materials to the courses. More than half (55%) of the titles had the usage between 1 and 5. This figure is also not in a satisfied level, because if these are recommended text materials the usage level should be in a higher level than this. Lack of collaboration between the faculty and the library has directly affected for the low usage of recommended materials. Presently, no library member is participating in the preparation of the curriculum of each faculty or department. This has minimized the opportunity for the academic members to share the experience and the knowledge of the library academics. In this study, the processing time of a book was calculated considering the date which the book was accessioned and the date which the book was added to the lending collection. This processing time had remarkably differed from one title to another. Figure 2 has displayed the number of titles with the processing time.
There were only ten (10) titles which had been processed within a period of one month (30 days) or less. Thirty six (36) titles have been added to the lending collection within one to two months (31 -60 days) after they were purchased by the library. Also there were thirty three (33) titles which had the processing time ten to eleven months (301 -330 days). Out of 174 titles, there were only sixteen (16) titles which had the processing time close to one year. If the materials were highly recommended for the courses, the date which the materials were added to the collection has a high impact. It would have a higher usage throughout the year during which the course was being held.
The relationship between the usage and the processing time has been plotted in figure 3 . According to the graph, a linear relationship was not observed between the two factors. The results of the study have proved that three hundred fifteen days (315) was the processing time for the title which had the maximum usage (82). There were ten titles which had processing time less than one month (30 days). Out of those ten titles, only two titles had the usage more than ten (15 and 11) within the period of study.
The library also seems to have not taken any initiative to process the books at least within 6 months of its arrival. There were few reasons which have affected this delay. Most of the books out of one consignment had to be rebound for RFID usage. Since only the selected hard cover books were added without a delay, the new books with soft cover got delayed due to the binding process. These titles also would have been the most relevant Library also has taken steps to promote the availability of a recommended book, first by informing the academic staff member through e mail. In addition to this, a list of items added to the collection per week is informed through new additions group (uomlibnewbooks-subscribe@yahoogroups.com) which has the facility to reserve the item. Yet it seems these do not have much impact to increase the usage.
Library never took any interest to increase the usage of these recommended books as it felt that lecturer would definitely add the titles to his reference list as he has recommended the titles to be purchased through the library. In fact the reality was the reference list never listed the books ordered by staff member but different titles were included in the reference list. Thus the library was in a very difficult situation due to non availability of the books that students required.
Conclusions and recommendation
This study has indicated the successes and failures of the usage of materials Academic staff members of the University must seriously consider about their recommendations before sending them to the library. They should compare the previous usage statistics and most important factor is promoting the students to use the recommended materials.
Library should take initial steps to make smooth line process of acquisition, cataloguing and binding. Working capacity should be increased in the sections of the cataloguing and binding for enhancing the process of classification and binding.
